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Diversity in
social worlds

Social worlds are amorphous
collections of actors, organizations,
events, and practices that have
coalesced into spheres of interest (or
culture areas) (Unrh, 1980)

Theoretical range of specialization/
seriousness within activities
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Why study bridge?
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Guiding research questions

® What are the various segments within
the bridge world?
o How >gmentation related to patterns of
activity?
o What is the basis of activity legitimacy?

® What does participation mean to
membe
o What types of players are there in the social
world of contract bridg

o What indicators are useful in differentiating
among players?

o Are the types of bridge players sequentially
organized as stages along a con ?

Bridge players varied in terms of intensity of

Bridge groups varied in sociability and seriousness . ‘ : ’
involvement and their desire to progress over time
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Y dbey (1992). An analysis o adultpla\ groups:
Social versus serious participation in contract brid
67.

Popularity of bridge has waned due to changes in
society and rising popularity of other pastimes

America’s Aging Bridge Clubs Find Themselves Holding a Tough Hand

Wall Street Journal,
April 29, 2019
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Bridge groups facilitated and constrained people’s

What comes to mind when I think of participation in the game

bridge players? The older generation! My
grandmother always asked me, ‘Don’t you
kids ever play bridge?’ To me it is a game for
older people. I mostly picture little blue

haired ladies playing.” ) I | Wall Street Journal,
April 29, 2019
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Post-mortems helped (serious) players make
sense of their involvement
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Final thoughts...
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Unwise to assume

participants naturally

progress
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