
Lesson 4 - Counting High Card Points

Page 1Printed using BridgeComposer (https://bridgecomposer.com)

1
Dealer N
None Vul

♠ A4
♥ 764
♦ K84
♣ KQJ102

♠ 106532
♥ AKQ2
♦ AQ9
♣ 9

♠ KQ97
♥ 98
♦ 632
♣ A873

♠ J8
♥ J1053
♦ J1075
♣ 654

13
15 9

3

2
Dealer E
N-S Vul

♠ A9
♥ KJ974
♦ Q854
♣ A6

♠ 107
♥ Q53
♦ J973
♣ Q973

♠ KQJ64
♥ 2
♦ K102
♣ K1085

♠ 8532
♥ A1086
♦ A6
♣ J42

14
5 12

9

3
Dealer S
E-W Vul

♠ J109
♥ Q8754
♦ A732
♣ K

♠ 862
♥ J103
♦ K94
♣ AQ103

♠ AK7543
♥ AK9
♦ 5
♣ 965

♠ Q
♥ 62
♦ QJ1086
♣ J8742

10
10 14

6

4
Dealer W
Both Vul

♠ J1087
♥ K1043
♦ Q82
♣ Q8

♠ 9
♥ 852
♦ AK107
♣ A9432

♠ AQ5432
♥ 7
♦ 54
♣ J1075

♠ K6
♥ AQJ96
♦ J963
♣ K6

8
11 7

14

5
Dealer N
N-S Vul

♠ 2
♥ 9763
♦ KQJ6
♣ A1043

♠ AQ863
♥ A8
♦ A985
♣ Q7

♠ 10975
♥ Q42
♦ 107
♣ KJ52

♠ KJ4
♥ KJ105
♦ 432
♣ 986

10
16 6

8

6
Dealer E
E-W Vul

♠ J
♥ AKJ104
♦ Q863
♣ 1097

♠ A1032
♥ 987
♦ 9
♣ AK532

♠ 754
♥ Q652
♦ J72
♣ Q86

♠ KQ986
♥ 3
♦ AK1054
♣ J4

11
11 5

13

7
Dealer S
Both Vul

♠ 1085
♥ J7632
♦ 642
♣ KQ

♠ 92
♥ Q4
♦ AKQ109
♣ 10765

♠ A6
♥ A1085
♦ J3
♣ A9832

♠ KQJ743
♥ K9
♦ 875
♣ J4

6
11 13

10

8
Dealer W
None Vul

♠ KJ
♥ KJ104
♦ AK1063
♣ KQ

♠ A108532
♥ 32
♦ J74
♣ 42

♠ Q9764
♥ A987
♦ —
♣ 9853

♠ —
♥ Q65
♦ Q9852
♣ AJ1076

20
5 6

9

North South West East
Mean HCP 11.50 9.00 10.50 9.00

Balanced Hands 3 3 2 3
Voids 0 1 0 1

Singletons 3 2 3 3
Long Suits (>6) 0 0 0 0
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[Event "Lesson 4 - Counting High Card Points"]

[Site "MiniBridge"]

[Date "2017"]

[Board "1"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "None"]

[Deal "N:A4.764.K84.KQJT2 KQ97.98.632.A873 J8.JT53.JT75.654 T6532.AKQ2.AQ9.9"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

[Result ""]

{East-West have 24 hp together and must win at least 8 tricks. North-South must

take 6 tricks to graze.



West, who has the most honor points in the partner pair with the contract,

chooses spades as trump, since they have a total of 9 spades together. North

plays the king of clubs, the top of the sequence.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "N"]

13 9 3 15



[Event "#"]

[Site "#"]

[Date "#"]

[Board "2"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "E:KQJ64.2.KT2.KT85 8532.AT86.A6.J42 T7.Q53.J973.Q973 A9.KJ974.Q854.A6"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

[Result ""]

{North-South have 23 hp combined and the straight shows that they should win at

least 8 tricks. North chooses hearts as trump.



East plays out \SK, the top of the sequence.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "E"]

12 9 5 14



[Event "#"]

[Site "#"]

[Date "#"]

[Board "3"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "S"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "S:Q.62.QJT86.J8742 862.JT3.K94.AQT3 JT9.Q8754.A732.K AK7543.AK9.5.965"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

[Result ""]

{East-West must win a minimum of 8 tricks. East has the most honor points in

the partner pair with the contract and chooses spades as trump.



South plays out \DQ, the top of the sequence.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "S"]

6 10 10 14



[Event "#"]

[Site "#"]

[Date "#"]

[Board "4"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "W"]

[Vulnerable "All"]

[Deal "W:9.852.AKT7.A9432 JT87.KT43.Q82.Q8 AQ5432.7.54.JT75 K6.AQJ96.J963.K6"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

[Result ""]

{



North-South gets the contract and should win at least 7 tricks.



South has the most honor points in the partner pair with the contract, and

chooses hearts as trump.



West should lead out, and has no obvious lead based on what we have learned so

far. But the opponents can also take advantage of the fact that a trump

contract is being played, and playing out our only spade (called a singleton -

note that the term has not been introduced yet) is very clever.



If East-West gets a real swing on the counterplay, then both East and West can

get steals. It may even happen that South gets a real test, and must trump high

if East gets to play a third round of spades! In that case, it will be

absolutely fantastic play by both parties.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "W"]

11 8 7 14



[Event "#"]

[Site "#"]

[Date "#"]

[Board "5"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "N:2.9763.KQJ6.AT43 T975.Q42.T7.KJ52 KJ4.KJT5.432.986 AQ863.A8.A985.Q7"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

[Result ""]

{





East-West must win at least 9 tricks. West chooses spades as trump.



North plays out \DKing.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "N"]

10 6 8 16



[Event "#"]

[Site "#"]

[Date "#"]

[Board "6"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "E:754.Q652.J72.Q86 KQ986.3.AKT54.J4 AT32.987.9.AK532 J.AKJT4.Q863.T97"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

[Result ""]

{



North-South sees the ladder as winning at least 9 tricks. South chooses

diamonds as trump.



East has no obvious lead from what we have learned. All leads are okay from

what we have learned, as a helper you don't need to comment on anything no

matter what they choose.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "E"]

5 13 11 11



[Event "#"]

[Site "#"]

[Date "#"]

[Board "7"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "S"]

[Vulnerable "All"]

[Deal "S:KQJ743.K9.875.J4 92.Q4.AKQT9.T765 T85.J7632.642.KQ A6.AT85.J3.A9832"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

[Result ""]

{



East chooses the suit with nine cards in total as trump: Clubs. The goal is to

win at least 9 tricks.



South plays the king of spades, the top of the sequence.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "S"]

9 11 6 13



[Event "#"]

[Site "#"]

[Date "#"]

[Board "8"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "W"]

[Vulnerable "None"]

[Deal "W:AT8532.32.J74.42 KJ.KJT4.AKT63.KQ Q9764.A987..9853 .Q65.Q9852.AJT76"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer ""]

[Contract ""]

[Result ""]

{



North-South should win 11 tricks. North chooses diamonds as trump.



West has no obvious move, and must choose something. Everything is fine!}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "W"]

5 19 7 9

�

